Auction Catalogs

Background
JSTOR is collaborating with the Frick Collection and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in a pilot project funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to understand how auction catalogs can be best preserved for the long term and made most easily accessible for scholarly use

This pilot project will digitize and preserve a small set of auction catalogs dating from the 18th through the early 20th century, while examining how best a more extensive effort might be undertaken. 

Why Auction Catalogs?

· For Researchers

· Auction catalogs are vital for provenance research as well as for the study of art markets and the history of taste and collecting. 

· As a window into historical events such as the Great Depression and World War II that led to the dissolution of households.

· Preservation of their older and rarer print copies is also a major issue, but allowing much circulation of them is, of course, a risk and inevitably accelerates the deterioration of the artifact.

· Few catalogs before the mid-20th Century are digitized and indexed, the ability to conduct a full-text search would “unlock” content that is currently difficult to find.

· In certain subfields, such as African and Oceanic art, catalogs are repositories of significant scholarship and are a necessary supplement to the sparse journal coverage. 

· For Auction Houses and Libraries

· Libraries face a range of challenges with respect to their catalog collections, including preservation concerns and shelf space constraints.

· Preservation of their older and rarer print copies is a major issue.

· While catalogs that date back to the 18th Century tend to be in good condition, thanks to superior paper quality, those from the 19th through early 20th Centuries are deteriorating relatively quickly because of the less expensive acidic paper they were printed on.

What did we do?

Two major high level goals:

1. Digitization and preservations of the Auction Catalogs

· High quality digital images of the actual pages

· OCR text from those images

· Zone the OCR text on the page images

· Recognize and zone hand written Annotations

· Use machine learning to correctly segment the components of a catalog

2. Create a Community Editing Platform for researchers and curators

· Provide a platform – a self governing community site

· User Editing – allow them to correct the data

· Sharing and Collaboration – access the information in users heads

· Soft Linking – identification of keywords and phrases that can be used to link to other resources, e.g., JSTOR and ARTstor

· Not specific to Auction Catalog data – Math data, manuscripts

