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BACKGROUND:

· Digital preservation moving beyond small-scale, “one-off” initiatives and demonstrator projects to become routine component of a digital asset’s life cycle management.

· Growing recognition within the digital preservation community that economic as well as technical challenges must be overcome to achieve the long-term retention of digital materials.

· Need to create economically sustainable digital preservation solutions.

RESEARCH:

· Begin by examining the most fundamental economic issue: the incentives to preserve digital materials.

· Identify key decision-making roles in digital preservation.

· Characterize possible manifestations of these roles in the form of five “core” organizational models for digital preservation activities.

· Examine how the features of the organizational models impact the incentives to preserve.

· Consider potential policies/remedies to enhance the incentives to preserve where appropriate.

RESULTS:

Paper:

The Incentives to Preserve Digital Materials:

Roles, Scenarios, and Economic Decision-Making
http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/digipres/incentives-dp.pdf
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Economics of Digital Preservation:

http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/digipres/economics.shtm
(A copy of this presentation will be made available on this site after the conference.)
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