2011 Digital Preservation Initiatives: 
Connecting across sectors and boundaries
_________________________________________________________________________
This project update includes presentations from the National Digital Stewardship Alliance and the 2011 Aligning National Approaches to Digital Preservation conference. _________________________________________________________________________
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The National Digital Stewardship Alliance is an initiative of the National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program (NDIIPP) at the Library of Congress. The Alliance’s  100 + members are a diverse group of universities, commercial businesses, professional associations, non-profit and government agencies at the federal, state, and local level. Organized into five working groups and a coordinating committee, the Alliance is currently working on a range of member-driven digital preservation projects. This session will provide brief reports on five of these projects. For information about the NDSA visit http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/ndsa/
Opt-In to Web Archiving: Developing the Preservation Plug-in: How can we better invite and involve content producers in digital preservation? The NDSA content working group members are prototyping a preservation plug-in for Wordpress sites. The plug-in will enable site publishers to notify the NDSA preservation community of their interest in having their site/s archived and preserved for the benefit of present and future generations. 
“Neighborhood Watch” for Repository Quality Assurance: What would be an appropriate metric for characterizing the quality of a preservation storage system or repository? Modeled on the idea of Neighborhood Watch, the NDSA innovation working group is proposing a model for an external agent that retrieves digital assets on the basis of stable URLs and verifies bit-level integrity. 
How We Do Storage? A Saga of Bits, Disk, Tape and Systems: Over the last year the Infrastructure working group has engaged in an extensive exploration of storage systems and storage practices of NDSA members. The results of this survey offer insight into both current practices of member organizations for digital preservation storage and the features members are looking for in next generation preservation storage systems.
Standards-ipedia: Adding Digital Preservation Information to Wikipedia: Wikipedia has become the go-to resource for technical information on things like file formats and standards. Instead of creating another resource on digital preservation standards, the NDSA standards working group is focusing on enhancing coverage and sophistication of information and resources on born digital preservation concerns and criteria in Wikipedia.
Dataloss Stories: Establishing Urgency through Storytelling: Digital preservation practitioners frequently discuss how hard it is to explain the urgency of the issue. Simply put, most people do not realize how at-risk our digital cultural heritage is. The NDSA outreach working group is collecting stories of personal, professional and institutional data loss as both an opportunity to prompt reflection on digital preservation and gather a corpus of stories to help communicate the urgency and of digital preservation.
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The “Aligning National Approaches to Digital Preservation” conference provided a forum in which national preservation programs were able to share information with each other in order to begin building strategic international collaborations to support the preservation of our collective digital memory.

· 125+ delegates from over 20 countries, including the U.S., Canada, the EU, Kuwait, Australia, Israel, Malta and South Africa.

· Over a dozen short- and long-term action items identified for fostering international alignment.

Forthcoming Edited Volume

The forthcoming ANADP edited volume seeks to build on the conference exchange through documenting action plans for collaboration-building activities and charting a pathway forward for greater digital preservation alignment across each of the event’s topical areas.

The publication will be made available in early 2012 on the conference website (http://www.educopia.org/events/ANADP/Volume) as a free pdf download and for purchase through a print-on-demand service.

Joining the Conversation

Estonia was only the beginning of the conversation toward building strategic international collaborations to support the preservation of our collective digital memory. What are some ways you can contribute to this effort at fostering greater alignment?

1. Become a new host venue/country for ANADP 2012 or beyond!

2. Become a new conference sponsor!

3. Read our Conference Summary & Recs at: http://educopia.org/events/ANADP/resources  
If you are interested in more information on how to get involved, please contact Katherine Skinner, katherine@metaarchive.org; Martin Halbert, Martin.Halbert@unt.edu; and/or Aaron Trehub, trehuaj@auburn.edu. 
