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Summary:

The availability of simple-search interfaces such as Google, has added urgency to fulfill user expectations for seamless access across large libraries of digital content regardless of source, local or proprietary. While intellectual property constraints continue to challenge content providers’ efforts to provide this ease of access, several strategies are being explored to optimize access across collections.

Many organizations are seeking solutions for accessing local and proprietary content through a single search and discovery interface. Harvard’s VIA initiative seeks to bring together diverse image resources from across the campus with a unified data schema and repository.  ARTstor and others are exploring a number of strategies to facilitate user access to a broad range of content – both local resources and those assets that are served by remote providers.  One collaboration that seeks to tie together these resources in a dynamic way is the ARTstor Harvard VIA Hosting Pilot whereby 140,000 digital images from the Harvard University VIA collection are made available to Harvard constituents through the ARTstor Institutional Collections Pilot Program. This session will describe the project, its challenges, technical processes for data and asset exchange and demonstrate the integration of Harvard and ARTstor content in a single search result. Ongoing development between ARTstor and Harvard is exploring dynamic data exchange using OAI harvesting protocols.

Harvard VIA

http://via.harvard.edu:9080/via/deliver/advancedsearch?_collection=via
The Visual Information Access (VIA) system is a growing union catalog of visual resources at Harvard, focusing on artistic, social history and cultural materials. VIA includes catalog records for objects or images owned, held or licensed by Harvard. VIA contains descriptive records and images representing paintings, sculpture, photography, drawings, prints, architecture, decorative arts, trade cards, rubbings, theater designs, maps and plans. Participating repositories include archives, museums, libraries, and other collections throughout Harvard University. Access to the catalog is open to the general public: all catalog records and thumbnail images are available to everyone. Access to higher resolution images is usually available to the Harvard community, is always determined by an individual repository, and is often dependent on copyright.

ARTstor

http://www.artstor.org
ARTstor is a non-profit initiative, founded by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with a mission to assemble image collections from across many time periods and cultures that will, in the aggregate, have sufficient depth, breadth, and coherence to support a wide range of educational and scholarly activities. The ARTstor Digital Library is a repository of 500,000 digital images and related data; the tools to actively use those images; and a restricted usage environment that seeks to balance the rights of content providers with the needs and interests of content users. 
ARTstor was founded to work actively with the arts and educational communities to develop collective solutions to the complex challenges that are an inescapable part of working in a changing digital environment. ARTstor is working with a number of its participating institutions to provide access to local content within the ARTstor Digital Library. Our Institutional Collection Pilot Program allows institutions to access their entire digital image collections along with the ARTstor Digital Library. Collections can be shared institution-wide and, should the institution so choose, across groups of institutions that also participate in ARTstor. 
ARTstor Institutional Collections Pilot Program

http://www.artstor.org/info/using_artstor/content/host_summary.jsp
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