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eXtensible Catalog (XC) Project 

www.extensiblecatalog.info



What is XC: the eXtensible Catalog? 

· An open source system that will provide libraries with an alternative way to reveal their collections to library users  

· Will provide easy access to all resources (both digital and physical collections) and across a variety of databases 

· Will work alongside and interact with a library’s current ILS

· Envisioned as both an end user application and a platform that will store digital content as well as metadata in multiple schemas

Phase 1 of the XC project

· Funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, through April 2007

· Co-Principal Investigators at the University of Rochester 

· Jennifer Bowen, Cataloging Department Head

· Nancy Foster, Lead Anthropologist

· David Lindahl, Director of Digital Library Initiatives

· Goals for XC Phase 1:  

· Create a well-informed project plan for the development of XC 

· Seek partner institutions to participate in XC Phase 2, which will include the actual development of the system 
· Build a community of support around this project

· We are currently seeking funding for XC Phase 2

XC Partner Opportunities

· Implementation partners:  will make XC work with a particular ILS, be an early implementer of XC, participate in future grant funding 

· Advisory partners:  offer high-level guidance to the project, including influencing future goals and directions  

· Component partners:  develop and share software that can be incorporated into XC.

· User study partners:  work with XC anthropologist to develop a requirements document for XC and conduct local end user studies  

General XC technical information

· XC will function as a stand-alone catalog or as an add-on to an existing ILS system (either commercial or open-source)  

· Back-end database will store metadata in standard schemas such as MARC and Dublin Core, as well as storing actual digital repository content 

· XC users will be able to connect the system to the API of an external metasearch product to provide access to content that cannot be loaded or indexed within XC itself  

· Bundled user interface included with XC will have customization options so that an institution can use the interface “out of the box” or with minor changes  

· XC will facilitate local development because the interface will be built on top of a well-documented UI framework and set of API calls

· An institution choosing not to use the bundled XC user interface can use existing local programming expertise (whether in PERL, ColdFusion, PHP, Java, or most other languages) to build local applications and still take advantage of the metadata platform and UI services present within XC itself

Bundled XC User Interface

· XC will allow users to search across disparate resources or browse content indexed locally 

· Interface will incorporate faceted browsing and grouping of search results using the FRBR (Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records) data model when possible  

· XC will enable real-time delivery of circulation status (where possible) and request functions to both maintain and enrich current ILS functionality

· Users will have access to popular web technologies appropriate to their work.  These may include user reviews, tagging, and information visualization  

Metadata 

· Schemas handled by XC (e.g. MARC, Dublin Core) can be expanded to include other standard or locally-developed schemas, including metadata for rights management, preservation, etc.
· XC will provide some form of access control (authority control) using the resource discovery metadata stored locally within the system

· Metadata will be stored in its native schema to offer “round-trip”-able import and export and to maintain granularity inherent in the native schema

· Administrative interface will allow local metadata editing/manipulation

More information about XC:
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Stanley Wilder, “Baker’s Smudges” Library Journal 131 no. 14 (September 1, 2006):  30-32 http://hdl.handle.net/1802/3015
CNI Fall 2006 Task Force Meeting 
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