Crossing Boundaries:  Exploring Ways to Share Content Across Educational Institutions

 

Social software sites like Flickr and YouTube demonstrate the significant appetite among the community at large to engage in collective efforts, as well as the transformative potential of the web in terms of linking people and ideas.  Flickr alone has over 1 billion photos, with an estimated 11,547 images “served” per second on busy days. 

 

Yet despite these broader trends toward sharing on the open internet, educational institutions often are hesitant to engage in online sharing of content because of the fears and uncertainty of infringing third party copyrights.  Frequently this means that educational institutions try to build their own resources, replicating efforts undertaken at other institutions and creating redundant content, rather than sharing that content with other educational users.  This has also meant that some unique materials that would be of value to the broader educational community are inaccessible because of the uncertainties surrounding copyright. 

 

Through this project briefing, we would propose to explore how the educational community might take a more collaborative approach to sharing content (and in particular visual images) for teaching and study.  The session would include a discussion of how the broader copyright disputes in the commercial context are creating norms and laws that are being applied to the educational community, and how the laws – and the educational community - are failing to distinguish between teaching and study, on the one hand, and commercial uses, on the other.  The session would also discuss the current unwillingness among educational institutions to rely on the copyright doctrine of fair use in sharing their content with other educational institutions, and how we might collectively address some of those concerns.  The final part of the project briefing would be a collaborative discussion with attendees exploring specific next steps. 

 

Speakers:  Gretchen Wagner & Maureen Whalen

 

Gretchen Wagner is General Counsel for ARTstor, a nonprofit organization that makes available an expanding digital library of images in the arts and humanities for educational and scholarly purposes.  Before becoming General Counsel to ARTstor, Gretchen served as the Assistant General Counsel of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

 

Maureen Whalen is the Associate General Counsel for the J. Paul Getty Trust where she is a transactional lawyer responsible for Intellectual Property matters including licensing rights, acquisition of rights, and rights clearances. Prior to joining the Trust, Maureen spent more than twenty years in the cable television industry, including twelve years at The Walt Disney Company, initially at the Disney Channel and, later, at Disney TeleVentures, which developed new broadband applications for television.

 
