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Project Summary
Rather than expecting students and other information seekers to find us, we decided to go where the user's are: Wikipedia.  We included over 100 links in 40+ articles over the course of 4 months and saw a substantial increase in the number of visits to our collections from Wikipedia - use which has steadily increased. Such participatory technologies offer librarians a great opportunity to enhance the authority of resources that students use on a daily bases and to push their knowledge and expertise beyond the traditional boundaries of the library.  We view this as a very low cost way to enhance access to our collections as well as an effective way to participate in the creation of resources that are used by millions around the world.

Some examples of our external links can be found on these Wikipedia articles:
History of Seattle before 1900
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Seattle_before_1900#Further_reading

Klondike Gold Rush
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klondike_Gold_Rush#External_links

Example of the external links for the History of Seattle before 1900:
*[http://content.lib.washington.edu/ University of Washington Libraries: Digital Collections]:

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/boydweb/index.html William F. Boyd Photograph Album] 43 photographs of early Seattle, particularly scenes of the aftermath of the [[Great Seattle Fire]] of June 6, 1889, and Washington state, ca. 1888-1893.

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/boydbraasweb/index.html Boyd and Braas Photographs]  45 photographs, c. 1888-1893, of early Seattle, including the waterfront and street scenes, [[Madrona Park (Seattle)|Madrona]] and [[Leschi Park (Seattle)|Leschi]] parks, Native American hop pickers, and portraits of Seattle pioneers.

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/larocheweb/index.html Frank La Roche Photographs].  312 photographs c. 1888-1910 depicting scenes of the 1898 [[Klondike Gold Rush]], Seattle, Washington state, Alaska, western United States, and Canada.

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/larochealbumweb/index.html Lake Union Improvement Company Photograph Album] A small photograph album (ca. 1891) used as a sales tool. Photographed by Frank La Roche, it contains an historical photographic record of early Seattle and its expansion northwards along the shores of [[Lake Union]].

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/peiserweb/index.html Theodore E. Peiser Photographs]. 140 images from the later part of the 19th century to about 1907.  Among his subjects were images of troops preparing to embark from [[Fort Lawton]] to China in 1900, the Territorial University (later [[University of Washington]]), and early Seattle scenes.

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/prosch_seattleweb/index.html Prosch Seattle Views Album].  169 images by Thomas Prosch, one of Seattle's earliest pioneers, documenting the early history of Seattle and vicinity, c. 1851-1906.

**[http://content.lib.washington.edu/seattleweb/index.html Seattle Photographs] Ongoing database of over 1,700 historical photographs of Seattle with special emphasis on images depicting neighborhoods, recreational activities including baseball, the Great Seattle Fire of 1889, "The Great Snow of 1916", theaters and transportation.

** [http://content.lib.washington.edu/warnerweb/index.html Arthur Churchill Warner Photographs].  Images by the pioneer photographer A.C. Warner, from the late 1800s and early 1900s, of Seattle conventional street scenes, waterfront activity, city parks, and regrading of downtown.

The above links as they appear in the Wikipedia article:
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= HistoryLink.org Encyciopedia of Washington State History [10] & provides a collection of articles on Seattle and Washington State history,
unparallelled in its niche.
= Seattle Museurn of History and Industry & With the Seattle Room at the Seattle Public Library, these host the most extensive archives about
Seattle
= Washington State History Museum @, Washington State Historical Society
= University of Washington Libraries: Digital Collections &
= Wiliarn F. Boyd Photograph Alburn & 43 photographs of eatly Seattle, particulatly scenes of the atermath of the Great Seattle Fire of June
6., 1669, and Washington state, ca. 1886-1893
= Boyd and Brazs Photographs & 45 photographs, c. 1666-1893, of eatly Seattle, including the waterfront and street scenes, Madrona and
Leschi parks, Native American hop pickers, and portraits of Seattle pioneers
= Frank La Roche Photographs & 312 photographs c. 1838-1910 depicting scenes of the 1698 Klondike Gold Rush, Seattle, Washington
state, Alaska, westem United States, and Canada
= Lake Union lmpraverment Cornpany Photograph Albur & A small photograph album (ca. 1891) used as a sales tool. Photographed by
Frank La Roche, it contains an historical photographic record of early Seattle and its expansion northwards alang the shores of Lake Union
= Theodore E Peiser Photographs & 140 images from the later part of the 15th century to about 1907. Among his subjects were images of
troops prepating to embark from Fort Lawton to China in 1900, the Teritorial University (later University of Washingtor), and early Seattle
scenes
= Prosch Seattle Views Albur & 169 images by Thomas Prosch, one of Seattles earliest pioneers, documenting the early history of Seattle
and vicinity, c. 1851-1906.
= Seattle Photographs & Ongoing database of over 1,700 histarical photographs of Seattle with special emphasis on images depicting
neighborhoods, recreational actities including baseball, the Great Seattle Fire of 1839, "The Great Snow of 1916, theaters and
transportation
= Atthur Churchil Warner Photographs &. Images by the pioneer photographer A C. Wamer, from the late 1800s and early 1900s, of Seattle
conventional street scenes, waterfront activity, city parks, and regrading of downtown





Other links
Wikipedia:External links
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:External_links
Information found at this page includes "Restrictions on linking," "What to link" and "Links normally to be avoided" as well as points regarding the mechanics of linking.
