 End of Term Government Web Harvest

The Library of Congress, the California Digital Library, the University of North Texas Libraries, the Internet Archive, and the U.S. Government Printing Office have joined together for a collaborative project to preserve public United States Government web sites at the end of the current presidential administration ending January 19, 2009. This harvest is intended to document federal agencies' presence on the World Wide Web during the transition of Presidential administrations and to enhance the existing collections of the five partner institutions. For more information about the project and partners, visit: http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-139.html
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The project has two phases: A broad, comprehensive baseline crawl of government web sites and more selective, focused crawls based on priorities established by the partners. This focused selection seeks to capture sites in greater depth and to identify those at greater risk of rapid change or disappearance. 


Comprehensive Crawl: The Internet Archive will undertake a comprehensive crawl of the .gov domain beginning in late August 2008, and again in early 2009, after the inauguration

Prioritized Crawl: The project team is calling upon government information specialists, including librarians, political and social science researchers, and academics – to assist in the selection and prioritization of the selected web sites to be included in the collection. These sites will be collected by the project partners with greater frequency and depth over the course of the project. 

For more information contact: eotproject@loc.gov 

