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Summary:
The goals of SAH ARA are to engage scholars, librarians, and institutional leadership together to create a shared online peer-reviewed scholarly image resource that will both enrich the field of architectural history and create a new collaborative work model for scholars and librarians. SAH ARA will include original photographic content contributed by faculty who, working with librarians, provide scholarly documentation of the image through descriptive cataloging. The SAH ARA project will enable collaboration resulting in the creation of a highly authoritative resource with global coverage that will support new research and scholarly publications, and enhance university-level teaching.  With the rapid changes that are occurring in the field of library and information science, this represents a chance to partner with other academic and cultural institutions in the acquisition and stewardship of non-traditional materials and to redefine the way that libraries participate in activities of the academy. This faculty/librarian partnership is a critical component to the project’s success and by participating in the project libraries have the opportunity to work together with faculty to move the discipline forward in mutually beneficial ways. The first phase of development for SAH ARA has been funded by a grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

ARTstor, who is our partner in the SAH ARA project is developing new technologies to support the collaborative collection building and peer-reviewed editorial process, and is providing the technological infrastructure to host the project.  SAH ARA will be launched on April 1, 2009 with a body of approximately 10,000 images and QTVRs. Original photographic content is being contributed by faculty from MIT, University of Virginia and Brown University and other affiliated scholars, who have been working with librarians to catalog and describe the images. Scholars will have access to unique materials in a central repository hosted in ARTstor and accessible to SAH members and ARTstor participating organizations, thereby facilitating their work, furthering discourse and advancing research and teaching in the fields of architectural history, landscape history, urban planning, design, and engineering.  

SAH ARA is one of three online academic resources that SAH is currently developing. With a grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Society is also developing a robust online version of its scholarly journal, JSAH, that (1) will allow for the simultaneous presentation of scholarly text and images in a single user interface and (2) will accommodate the incorporation of dynamic images including QTVR panoramas, film, video, clips of 3D computer models.  A prototype of the JSAH Online user interface was developed by ARTstor and the fully functional online journal is being developed by Atypon through University of California Press.  The first issue of JSAH Online, which will mirror the print journal, will be released March, 2010.  

The third online academic resource that SAH is developing is an online version of Buildings of the United States (BUS), a 60 volume series designed to document and interpret the architecture of every state in the U.S.  To date, a dozen BUS volumes have been issued in print form and another dozen will be published by University of Virginia Press in the next five years.  The online resource is being developed jointly by SAH and the University of Virginia Press, through their scholarly online portal, Rotunda.  From the outset SAH is stressing interoperability among these three online resources, SAH ARA, JSAH Online and BUS Online, so each one can enrich the others.

The Society of Architectural Historians 
www.sah.org
The Society of Architectural Historians is the leading learned society that promotes the study, interpretation and preservation of the built environment worldwide.  Founded in 1940, SAH is an international professional society with nearly 3,000 individual members and 1,000 library subscribers worldwide.  SAH is based in Chicago in a National Historic Landmark, the James Charnley House, which was designed by Adler and Sullivan in 1891-1892, when Frank Lloyd Wright was a draftsman in their firm.

ARTstor Digital Library 
www.artstor.org
ARTstor is a nonprofit digital image library with approximately one million images in the arts, architecture, and humanities. We provide collections, tools, and software designed to help meet the image needs of museums, libraries, universities, K-12 schools, and other nonprofit and cultural heritage institutions. Initiated by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation in 2001, ARTstor has been an independent organization since 2003. ARTstor was founded to work actively with the arts and educational communities to develop collective solutions to the complex challenges that are intrinsic to working in a changing digital environment. The ARTstor platform is used by more than 1,000 educational and cultural institutions to build, host, disseminate and use images for educational and scholarly activities. Our collections reach hundreds of thousands of students, teachers, curators, and scholars in a vari​ety of disciplines worldwide.
