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Effort of Alabama Library Association, Bibliographic 
Committee.

Began in 1982 as a compiled manuscript.

Converted to computer file at some point.

Hosted as a web site by Auburn University.

The Context
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Effort of Alabama Library Association, Bibliographic 
Committee.

Began in 1982 as a compiled manuscript.

Converted to computer file at some point.

Hosted as a web site by Auburn University.

Migrated to blog architecture in 2007, hosted by UA.

The Context
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The Content

> 1,700 entries.

Structured data (e.g., name, brief bio, bibliography).
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The Content

> 1,700 entries.

Structured data (e.g., name, brief bio, bibliography).

Flat html files.

Indirect updating/one person managing html.
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The Challenge

Migrate data from individual files into a database 
that was easily update-able by several people.

Provide a public interface that was functional to 
start and expandable in the future.

Do it with little to no impact on budget or staffing.
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Why A Blog?

Handles structured data well in a database backend 
with little overhead.

Designed to be a multi-user environment with layers 
of authorization.

Flexible, familiar interface.

Existing technology that is easily modified.
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Why A Blog?

Handles structured data well in a database backend 
with little overhead.

Designed to be a multi-user environment with layers 
of authorization.

Flexible, familiar interface.

Existing technology that is easily modified.

Plus
 RS

S!
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The Process
Submitted a proposal to the Committee.

Installed WordPress and modified themes, css, and 
php scripts to create two prototypes.

Manually converted narrative items to blog pages 
and a handful of html files to blog posts for proof of 
concept.

The Committee reviewed the prototypes. 

Used php scripts to extract data from the AU site 
and load into MySQL database.

Performed automated and manual clean-up.
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The Future

Author images.

Links to works where possible.

User-generated input.

It’s up to the Committee.
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Thank You!
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Questions?

tcwilson@ua.edu

9

mailto:tcwilson@ua.edu
mailto:tcwilson@ua.edu

