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The creation of the new Learning Commons in Ekstrom Library at the University of Louisville has benefited from relationships with student-focused units on campus.  The collaboration between the University Libraries and several key campus partners has created a multi-functional space with a variety of student services from research to assistance in creating digital media.  

The Learning Commons has been a successful partnership between the University Libraries, Resources for Academic Achievement (REACH), the Delphi Center for Teaching and Learning, the Metropolitan Computer Lab, the Muhammad Ali Institute for Peace and Justice, the An Braden Institute for Social Justice, the McConnell Center and campus Information Technology.  Collaboration has created a Learning Commons for students with: newly renovated space, academic enrichment programs and tutors, a Computer Resource Center, research support, and a Digital Media Suite offering video and sound editing for academic projects.  
The libraries participated in this collaboration by providing the space and integrating research support into the Commons. REACH provided the Computer Resource Center with computer skills seminars for students, along with math and general tutoring.  The Delphi Center, a teaching and learning facility in the library for faculty technology development, provided equipment and training for all forms of digital media editing.  The Metropolitan College, originally funded by UPS, provided a course-integrated computer lab.  Information Technology for the campus is supporting the initiative with technology planning resources.  
The Digital Media Suite (DMS), an integral part of the Learning Commons, is a collaborative model of student-focused services providing classroom project support for faculty-assigned digital media components.  Students can check out digital cameras and video recorders to create video or still images; receive instruction in the creation and presentation of that media, and for advanced presentation incorporate sound and music.  The Digital Media Suite offers three general workstations for student use, and one advanced workstation for incorporating sound editing.  The software of choice is Final Cut Studio for the Mac.

For the DMS collaboration with the Delphi Center afforded the Learning Commons the Apple Mac workstations, digital video recorders, and software instruction to the staff and assistants in the Suite.  REACH provides the Graduate Assistants and tutors for both the Learning Common’s Computer Resource Center and the Digital Media Suite.   The University Libraries provides the space and a librarian to guide further development of these collaborations.  

Additionally, the Libraries house the Writing Center which supports students learning objectives and is under the guidance of the English Department in the College of Arts and Scieces.

Fostering the collaborative relationships from inception to implementation has allowed the Learning Commons to provide greater services than the libraries could have provided on their own.  The product of the partnerships offers greater working space for REACH, incorporates media literacy into the curriculum, allows the Delphi Center to participate in student learning objectives, and created a Learning Commons where students can address their research and learning needs.  
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