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WorldCat Local at the University of Washington

WorldCat Local searches the entire WorldCat.org database and presents local and group library holdings at the top of the results list, as well as ownership details about items for WorldCat libraries outside of the local library and consortium. It creates a seamless experience for library users by working with locally maintained services, such as circulation and reference, and by providing a range of delivery options, including buy it, interlibrary loan and electronic resource resolution. It also syndicates a library’s holdings to major search engines via WorldCat.org. 

WorldCat Local interoperates with University of Washington’s consortial system to provide real-time availability and determine the most effective delivery option for the user depending on status.  OCLC and University of Washington have worked together to perform two rounds of usability testing.  Interfaces changes were made as a result of the first round of testing and the follow-up testing is currently being compiled and evaluative to determine further changes to the service.
Since the University of Washington began its WorldCat Local pilot project in April 2007, requests for materials held by other libraries in the Orbis Cascade consortium are up by 61%, and Interlibrary Loan requests are up over 114% from the previous year.  WorldCat Local article citations now account for more hits on UW’s OpenURL resolver than any source except for Web of Science.

To read more about WorldCat Local:

OCLC announcement of pilot project, 11 April 2007

http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200659.htm
Information Today, April 23, 2007 http://newsbreaks.infotoday.com/nbReader.asp?ArticleId=35939
Library Technology Guides, June 2007

http://www.librarytechnology.org/ltg-displaytext.pl?RC=12920
University of California WorldCat Local project announcement, June 2007

http://www.cdlib.org/news/uc_oclc_press_release_20070621.pdf
OCLC announcement of WorldCat Local adoption by 3 libraries, 14 January 2008 http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200691.htm
OCLC WorldCat Local information

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcatlocal/
