Portico:  A Non-Profit Electronic Archiving Service

Portico is a new electronic archiving service launched in response to the community's need for a robust, reliable means to preserve electronic scholarly journals.  Portico was initiated by JSTOR and has been developed with the support of Ithaka.  Initial funding for Portico has been provided by JSTOR, Ithaka, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Library of Congress.  Portico's mission is to preserve scholarly literature published in electronic form and to ensure that these materials remain accessible to future scholars, researchers, and students.
The Need
As scholars have become increasingly reliant upon the convenience and availability of electronic versions of scholarly journals, long term preservation of these resources has become a growing need.  As the Association of Research Libraries' endorsement of the recently released statement "Urgent Action Needed to Preserve Scholarly Electronic Journals," amply demonstrates, collaborative action to ensure that important electronic scholarly resources are safely preserved is now priority.  
Portico's History
Portico began as the Electronic-Archiving Initiative launched by JSTOR in 2002 with a grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to build upon The Foundation's seminal E-Journal Archiving Program.  The charge of the Initiative was to build a sustainable electronic-archiving model, and for more than two years, project staff worked on the development of necessary technology and engaged in extensive discussions with publishers and libraries to craft an approach that balances the needs of publishers and libraries while generating sufficient funding for the archive.  Through this iterative and collaborative process an electronic archiving service, now known as Portico, was developed and introduced in 2005.
The Portico Service 
Portico offers a service which provides a permanent archive of electronic scholarly journals.  Portico receives and normalizes the original source files of electronic journals to an archival format and assumes responsibility for future content migrations.  The Portico archive is open to a publisher's complete list of scholarly journals. 

To participate in Portico, a publisher signs a non-exclusive archiving license and agrees to deposit electronic journal source files in a timely way.  Publishers grant Portico the right to provide access to archived content to participating libraries under specific trigger event conditions, and when appropriate, to address the longstanding perpetual access concern.  Supporting publishers make an annual financial contribution to the archive. 

Libraries participating in the Portico archive help to build a permanent archive of electronic scholarly journals, thereby providing protection against the potential loss of access to e-literature integral to library collections.  Participating libraries have limited access to the archive for audit purposes and campus-wide access in the event that the content in the archive is no longer available from a publisher participating in Portico or from some other source.  Participating libraries sign an archiving license and make a financial contribution to the archive.

