Trove.net™ and Other Ways to Get Images
Out of the Database and Into the Classroom
While faculty members are increasingly eager to use digital images in their curricula, they may encounter a variety of difficulties and frustrations in incorporating images into their courses.  RLG formed an Instructional Technology Advisory Group to learn how faculty discover, acquire, and use digital images —and to learn about their desires for the future.  The report of the advisory group is available at http://www.rlg.org/en/page.php?Page_ID=406


RLG is considering a variety of responses to the identified needs and desires related to image use in the classroom.   The findings of the group's investigations affirmed one approach RLG already had underway:  making licensed content available to Internet search engines to facilitate discovery.
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RLG launched Trove.net in the fall of 2004.  Trove.net (http://trove.net/) is a freely-accessible database that contains over 160,000 images reflecting the world's cultures. Trove.net content includes all unrestricted collections from RLG Cultural Materials (http://www.rlg.org/en/page.php?Page_ID=630), freely available in low resolution, watermarked form.  Each image has related metadata, a link to the item in RLG Cultural Materials, and links to opportunities to license the use of the image.

The two services complement each other. RLG Cultural Materials has a purpose-built interface with powerful, cross-collection searching and discovery, more content, complete descriptive information and high resolution, non-watermarked images. However, RLG Cultural Materials access is restricted to authenticated users at subscribing institutions. Items in Trove.net are discoverable by any Web user through Google and other Internet search engines.  This access via the open Web has increased awareness of the licensed resource for those at subscribing institutions – and those not so fortunate can still discover and license the images.
This talk will summarize findings from the instructional technology investigation, it will cover various ways that RLG is planning to make its resources more useful in academia (including our hopes for interoperation with ARTstor, Insight, MDID, and via OAI), and it will introduce Trove.net.
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