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Overview

ARL has endorsed digitization as an accepted additional preservation reformatting option for a range of materials.  This endorsement is a result of the work of the ARL Preservation of Research Library Materials Committee.  On behalf of this Committee, staff at the University of Chicago and the University of Michigan libraries drafted a position paper that invites us, as a community, to compare our viewpoints, assess impacts, and develop a consensus regarding the use of digitization as an accepted reformatting option.  This paper has also been endorsed by CLIR, CNI, CRL, OCLC and RLG.  This session will provide an overview of the issues and next steps in adopting digitization as an additional preservation reformatting methodology.  

Context
Preservation programs must be multi-faceted and responsive to be effective.  When reformatting for preservation and access, libraries need to employ a variety of strategies to meet the demands of preserving the many types of materials in our collections.  Each reformatting method in use has strengths and weaknesses.  Choices have to be made based on the characteristics of the originals, the capabilities of each reformatting process, the current and anticipated needs of the user, and cost.  Evaluation is key - no one solution can fit all needs.  The inclusion of digital reformatting as an additional option for preservation reformatting offers a further tool for libraries to employ.

Benefits of Digitization as Preservation Reformatting
· Increases the capture capability for many types of paper-based material
· Improves navigational experience for users  
· Captures information currently recorded on many other media 
· Provides multiple options for users - equal access to collections from any location 
Standards and Best Practices 
Ensuring high-quality image capture and providing for the long-term viability of digital objects is an admitted challenge, but the profession has a long history of developing standards and best practices to support sustainable operations and facilitate collaboration. 


National and Local Commitments
At the national level, there is commitment to and funding for the development of infrastructures to support digital preservation.  Individual institutions have also undertaken important work to develop models, build and test digital archives, create standards, and develop systems and software to support long-term digital preservation.   
