UK Digital Curation Centre – One Year On

In this session we will introduce the work of the Digital Curation Centre (DCC) in the context of the wider landscape of curation and preservation activities and describe the issues, challenges, opportunities and outputs during the first year. As background, the creation of the Centre was originally initiated by the requirement to provide support for the management, archiving, preservation and active curation of the increasing volumes of data generated by e-Science and Grid-enabled applications. Such curatorial activity is perhaps best illustrated by the mature models and processes implemented by organisations within the bio-informatics domain. This emphasis on data curation parallels the existing digital preservation research and development activity already underway in the library and information arena. One of the key challenges for the DCC has been to bring together the expertise and practice of these two communities in a coherent and integrated manner for the benefit of the wider community.

The DCC has been jointly funded by the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) and the UK e-Science Core Programme from March 2004 and had its official launch in November 2004. The DCC Consortium comprises four partner institutions: 
∑	University of Edinburgh 
∑	University of Glasgow 
∑	The Council for the Central Laboratory of the Research Councils (CCLRC) 
∑	UKOLN at the University of Bath.

The work of the Centre can be divided into four categories which are closely inter-linked. The presentation will describe the latest results and R&D outcomes which demonstrate our approach to digital curation based on the OAIS Reference Model:
∑	Research - which includes carrying out work in crucial areas such as annotation, data integration and publication, appraisal and long-term preservation.
∑	Development - which covers design of a Representation Information Registry and Repository of standards, formats and software. 
∑	Advisory Services -  which includes the production of a Curation Manual and provision of training materials.
∑	Community Support and Outreach - which encompasses user requirements analysis, an electronic journal and a range of dissemination events including a major international conference.

The DCC is also building an Associates Network to bring together key international players in this area such as curators, data centres and relevant industrial organisations.
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