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Abstract: With its quirks of definition and structure, its panoply of associated MIMETypes, and the volatility and ephemerality of its content, a website is arguably one of the most complex (and perhaps exciting) digital objects to capture, describe, manage and preserve. The recently formed International Internet Preservation Consortium (IIPC) is building on ground-breaking work done in the last decade by National Deposit Libraries in Australia, Sweden, France and elsewhere to do just this. A number of the recently announced NDIIPP grants involve a web archiving component -- another clear reflection of the perceived urgency to create systems to undertake the archival preservation of the proliferation of important web-based materials. This briefing will examine work undertaken in the Political Communications Web Archive Project sponsored by the Center for Research Libraries in formulating a model for encapsulating a website object in METS as a SIP or as a DIP that can be navigated using an XSLT viewer application. It will also take a preliminary look forward to how knowledge gained will be used to build tools and infrastructure under the auspices of NDIIPP to produce website-level METS that can easily, sustainably and efficiently be ingested into a preservation environment.

This presentation will examine some of the major technical challenges of web-archiving as identified by the CRL Political Communications Web Archive (PCWA) testbed project: questions of definition and taxonomy (how do we define a website as an entity to be harvested?); version control issues (how do we archive a moving target? and how might we track repository-generated alterations of archived materials when we refresh, migrate, or even cull duplicate material?); how best to generate descriptive, administrative and structural metadata, and use that metadata to manage and provide access to archived web materials? I suggest that METS is uniquely suited to fully encapsulate the metadata for a website object through its incorporation of extensions such as MODS and MIX, as well as by providing a mechanism for cross-referencing the logical tree structure of a site with its hyperlink structure in such a way  that a simple XSLT application can be used to navigate a METS instance of a website object.
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