PREMIS Working Group Update:  Preservation Metadata for Digital Repositories 


PREservation Metadata: Implementation Strategies, or PREMIS, is an activity jointly sponsored by OCLC and RLG, focusing on issues associated with implementing preservation metadata in digital archiving systems. PREMIS is composed of nearly 30 international experts representing national and university libraries, museums, archives, government agencies, and the private sector. The objectives of PREMIS are two-fold: 

1. Define a core set of preservation metadata elements, applicable across a broad range of digital preservation activities, and supported by a data dictionary; 

2. Identify and evaluate alternative strategies for encoding, storing, managing, and exchanging the core elements within a digital archiving system. 

Initiated in June 2003, PREMIS will conclude its activities by the end of 2004. This presentation will report on the initial findings and conclusions of the PREMIS working group. A draft of the recommended core preservation metadata and its supporting data dictionary will be presented as well as a review of some key issues that arose in the consensus-building process. 

The presentation will also discuss the results of a survey conducted by the PREMIS group, addressing:

· the mission, policy, economic, and technical aspects of digital repositories

· current practices for creating, managing, and maintaining preservation metadata within the repository environment, 

· a set of emerging best practices for implementing preservation metadata, culled from the survey responses

Finally, the presentation will discuss a comparative analysis of formal agreements between preservation repository and digital content depositor that many preservation repositories submitted along with completing the questions on the PREMIS Implementation survey.  These samples of the formal agreements yielded some trends about how the agreements were being used to document the expectations between repository and content producers.  In this presentation, some of the survey results will be discussed as documented in the PREMIS survey, including:

· the description of rights 

· allowable actions by the repository on the content and/or metadata

· some conditions and restrictions upon the users and uses of digital content 

· the role of warranties and other protections against copyright violation.  

Discussion of these topics will be augmented by a number of use case scenarios that have been gathered from various preservation repositories for purposes of furthering our understanding about which and how intellectual property and other rights have been and may need to be documented.

