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The Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative (ECAI) is dedicated to enhancing digital scholarship and cultural heritage preservation by using time and space for data sharing.


In the cultural, social and humanities studies, understanding the context is of great importance and difficulty. Meaning depends on context. So what else was going on in the same area and era? The resources need to understand the context are currently widely scattered across disciplines, repositories, and resource genres.
The Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative (ECAI) (www.ecai.org) was established in 1997 to improve understanding of history and cultures through increased attention to both time and space. Time and location are universal attributes for sharing cultural knowledge across different languages, disciplines, and points of view.  Digital maps can also be used to integrate collections from museums, libraries, and heritage sites around the world.

A Clearinghouse contains over 800 records indexing historical and cultural resources located worldwide. It can be browsed, used to create customized thematic maps, and link to resources about places. The records describe datasets or map layers, and include access and descriptive metadata for resource discovery of resources relevant to a particular place, time or thematic interest, also connection metadata for each dataset which allows software such as TimeMap to connect to the data server across the Internet (or to local files), drill down into the data and integrate results from different datasets. TimeMap has tools for creating projects and cataloging datasets and TMView a time/place visualization tool, displays cultural datasets in a time enabled map-based environment. The maps integrate data from diverse datasets and allow interactive modification, querying and web-style navigation to linked resources such as web pages, images and multimedia. (Now also Java version.)

ECAI has been working with the California Digital Library, to create persistent electronic publications with dynamic map-based content.

ECAI has developed a curriculum and conducted institutes to train humanities scholars and heritage resource managers to create and catalogue digital, mappable information about cultures.

In collaboration with the Academia Sinica Computing Center and the Alexandria Digital Library (ADL) ECAI has been working to improve gazetteer standards to accommodate historical, cultural and multilingual data and to link gazetteers with texts and other resources.

Going Places in the Catalog: Improved Geographic Access is a research project funded by IMLS to improve online catalogs.  http://ecai.org/imls2002/ 

ECAI has formed an international community of information technology researchers, humanities scholars, librarians, and heritage resource managers.  ECAI has hosted fourteen international conferences on four continents.
