Today’s Web for Tomorrow’s Generation:

Web Preservation at the Library of Congress

Overview

· The Library of Congress’s mission is to make its resources available and useful to the Congress and the American people and to sustain and preserve a universal collection of knowledge and creativity for future generations. 

An ever-increasing amount of the world’s cultural and intellectual output is presently created in digital formats and does not exist in any physical form. Such materials are colloquially described as "born digital."  This born digital realm includes open access materials on the World Wide Web. 

MINERVA
· The MINERVA Web Preservation Project was established to initiate a broad program to collect and preserve these primary source materials.  A multi-disciplinary team of Library staff representing cataloging, legal, public services, and technology services is studying methods to evaluate, select, collect, catalog, provide access to, and preserve these materials for future generations of researchers.

In the two years that the pilot has been underway, the Library has sponsored five event-based harvesting of websites: Election 2000, Election 2002, September 11th, September 11th Remembrance, and Olympics 2002.  The collection currently consists of over 35,000 websites consisting of more than 500,000,000 web pages.  

The MINERVA presentation will provide:

· a more in-depth view of the each harvesting effort (scope, process, partners, problems, and content),

· strategies for successful harvesting,

· issues for the collection (copyright, access), and 
· the Library’s thoughts for future harvesting efforts to further enrich its collection. 
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