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Since its inception more than twelve years ago, members of the Internet Society have played key roles in the evolution of Internet technologies and in providing training on the uses of the Internet in countries around the globe. ISOC serves as the organizational home for the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), which develops the standards that ensure the stability, reliability, security, and scalability of the Internet. In addition, the Internet Society has provided valuable advice on key Internet-related policy decisions in order to ensure the continued rapid growth of the Internet.
Today, Internet policy is more important than ever before. The Internet is at a critical juncture in its development. In many countries, it is becoming a mass medium and as a result there is increasing pressure on policy makers to regulate it like radio, television, or other mass media. The spread of broadband technologies is enabling new powerful uses of the Internet, such as Grid computing, voice over IP, peer-to-peer applications, and Web services. The Internet is more than just a means for communications (through e-mail and instant messaging) and content distribution (through the World Wide Web). It is becoming a platform for collaboration and distributed computing. With this new phase of development of the Internet come new technical and policy challenges, and even more need for the kind of advice and education that the Internet Society can provide.
POLICY GOALS
The Internet Society is committed to working with governments, industry, and Internet users around the world to ensure that the Internet develops in a way that ensures that all Internet users can harness the full power of the Internet. Accordingly, we work to ensure that all users enjoy the following:
1) The Ability to Connect -- We want to preserve the essential, end-to-end nature of the Internet and will oppose efforts to establish standards or practices that would make it difficult or impossible for some users of the Internet to use the full range of applications being developed for Internet users.  For example, we are promoting anti-spam technologies that will block spam without creating new barriers to the free flow of information.
2) The Ability to Speak -- The Internet offers a powerful tool for self-expression and is becoming a new mass medium. We will work to ensure that the Internet will continue to allow private and where appropriate, anonymous, means of communication and collaboration. Accordingly, we will oppose efforts to censor what Internet users can read or distribute over the Net.
3) The Ability to Innovate -- The explosive growth of the Internet and the incredible variety of Internet applications are a direct result of the fact that the key standards for the Internet and the Web are open. Any company, regardless of size or location, has been able to develop and distribute its new "killer application" for the Internet. We will oppose efforts by government and others to restrict how technology can evolve in the future.
4) The Ability to Share -- The many-to-many nature of the Internet makes it a powerful tool for sharing, education, and collaboration. It has enabled the global, open source community that developed many of the key technological components of the Internet, such as the Domain Name System, the Web, and Apache (the most common Web server software). The Internet has also made the vision of digital libraries a reality. Accordingly, we will foster the development of open source software and oppose new technologies and legislation that would limit the well-established concept of fair use, which is essential to scholarship, education, and collaboration.
5) The Ability to Choose -- The growth of the Internet has been fastest where markets are the most free and open. Unfortunately, in too many countries, particularly many less developed countries that could most benefit from the power of the Internet, government regulation and the economic power of incumbent telecom monopolies severely limit the ability of new competitors to provide new, better, cheaper, and innovative Internet-related services. We will continue to advocate for government policies that foster competition in telecommunication services, Internet service provision, Internet-related software, and e-commerce applications.
The Internet Society’s most successful efforts to influence Internet policy and standards fit comfortably into one or more of these five categories.
For instance:
· Promotion of IPv6 -- Ability to Innovate 

· Opposition to censorship -- Ability to Speak 

· Digital Divide -- Ability to Choose (because competition drives down prices) 

· Promotion of new wireless technologies (e.g. 802.11) -- Ability to Connect and Ability to Innovate 

· Opposition to new database protection legislation -- Ability to Share 

· Opposition to Panama's restrictions on Voice over IP -- Ability to Connect and Ability to Choose 

· Opposition to provisions requiring ISP's to retain user data in Council of Europe Cyber-crime treaty -- Ability to Speak 

· Accessibility for the Disabled -- Ability to Connect 

· Opposition to encryption controls -- Ability to Innovate and Ability of Speech 

· Opposition to legislation dictating Digital Right Management standards -- Ability to Share 

Most of the Internet Society's public policy efforts focus on the "lower part of the stack." We are uniquely positioned to address policy issues related to the transport of bits and to the middleware that supports applications. Many other organizations weigh in on public policy issues that impact applications software and the business models that e-commerce companies might adopt, and we often support the efforts of partner organizations working in those areas.
In recent months, the Internet Society, along with the IETF, has been heavily involved in the United Nations’ World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which has focused a great deal of attention on how the Internet can foster development in the developing world.

Defining the Internet Society's public policy role and impacting policy debates depends critically upon Internet Society chapters and individual members. Local chapters help identify the key policy issues that matter in their countries. More importantly, they deliver Internet Society positions and white papers within their country.  In addition, the Internet Society's educational programs can help distribute information on key policy issues, particularly in developing countries.

For more details on the Internet Society, visit www.isoc.org or contact Mike Nelson at mnelson@isoc.org.  Our most recent public policy white papers can be found at http://www.isoc.org/news/
