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I. Media and Memory 

“Kodak is a partner of 
Memory—a silent 
partner, yet able to be 
very eloquent, full of 
interesting suggestions 
without saying a word.”  



 
II. Children, Teens, and Memory Machines 







In 2000, a mere 80 billion 
photographs were shot around the 
world.  
 
By 2015, this number had surged to 
over one trillion photographs, with 
75% of all photographs shot on a 
mobile phone.  







In the 1980s, tweens and teens hung 
out at the mall. If they weren’t 
buying products, they were 
considered a social nuisance. 
 
Today, tweens and teens hang out 
online, but hanging out online isn’t 
considered a nuisance. In fact, it’s 
encouraged. After all, just hanging 
out generates data that can be 
collected, mined, and sold.  



 
III. Decline of the Psychosocial Moratorium 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The adolescent mind is essentially 
a mind of the moratorium, a 
psychosocial stage between 
childhood and adulthood, and 
between the morality learned by 
the child, and the ethics to be 
developed by the adult.”  
- Erik Erikson 
 
 
 
  
 

  
 



 
i. Youth Are Increasingly Being Held More 
Accountable Than Adults 







Bark – Parental and school security app 



 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Youth Are Becoming Increasingly Risk 
Adverse and Preoccupied With Reputation 
Management 



In 2019, two-thirds of college admissions 
officers (68%) thought it was “fair game” to 
review applicants’ social media profiles on 
sites like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  
 
But the share of admissions officers 
checking social media posts is declining; it 
was 29% in 2019 compared to 40% in 2015. 



A 2012 Pew Research Center survey of teens (12-17 
year old) found:  
 
•  59% have deleted or edited something that they posted in 

the past 
•  53% have deleted comments from others on their profile 

or account 
•  45% have removed their name from photos that have been 

tagged to identify them 
•  31% have deleted or deactivated an entire profile or 

account 
•  19% have posted updates, comments, photos, or videos 

that they later regretted sharing 
 
 





 
iii. Political Positions Are At Risk of 
Calcifying At a Younger Age 







Identities and political perspectives will be 
calcified not necessarily because people are 
resistant or unable to change but rather 
because the past will continue to define who 
one is in the present and future.  
 
In a world that where partisan politics and 
extremism continue to gain ground, this may 
ultimately be the real consequence of coming 
of age in an era when childhood and 
adolescence replay on an endless digital 
loop.  
  


