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Slave Voyages

Slave Voyages Trans-Atlantic ¥  Intra-American >  African Names~  Resources~  About~ EN~

EXPLORE THE DISPERSAL OF ENSLAVED AFRICANS ACROSS THE
ATLANTIC WORLD

This digital memorial raises questions about the largest slave trades in history and offers access to the documentation
available to answer them. European colonizers turned to Africa for enslaved laborers to build the cities and extract the
resources of the Americas. They forced millions of mostly unnamed Africans across the Atlantic to the Americas, and

from one part of the Americas to another. Analyze these slave trades and view interactive maps, timelines, and animations
to see the dispersal in action.

‘ Henry Louis Gates introduces Slave Voyages 2.0 and some of its people

Special features

Introductory maps
Overview of slave trade in a series of maps

Slave ship in 3D video Timeli of esti
View a 3D rendition of a slave ship Number of captives embarked and disembarked

Timelapse
View the movement of slave ships across the Atlantic
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History of the Project

A glance at the Sources section of “Understanding the Database” establishes Voyages as the product of an international
research endeavor that has ranged far beyond the labors of the current project team. From the late 1960s, Herbert S. Klein
and other scholars began to collect archival data on slave-trading voyages from unpublished sources and to code them into
a machine-readable format. In the 1970s and 1980s, scholars created a number of slave ship datasets, several of which the
current authors chose to recode from the primary sources rather than integrate the datasets of those scholars into the
present set. By the late 1980s, there were records of approximately 11,000 individual trans-Atlantic voyages in sixteen
separate datasets, not all of which were trans-Atlantic, nor, as it turned out, slave voyages. And of course, some sets
overlapped others. Several listings of voyages extracted from more than one source had appeared in hard copy form,
notably three volumes of voyages from French ports published by Jean Mettas and Serge and Michelle Daget and two
volumes of Bristol voyages (expanded to four by 1996) authored by David Richardson. The basis for each dataset was
usually the records of a specific European nation or the particular port where slaving voyages originated, with the
information available reflecting the nature of the records that had survived rather than the structure of the voyage itself.
Scholars of the slave trade spent the first quarter century of the computer era working largely in isolation, each using one
source only as well as a separate format, though the Curtin, Mettas, and Richardson collections were early exceptions to
this pattern.

The idea of creating a single multisource dataset of trans-Atlantic slave voyages emerged from a chance meeting of David
Eltis and Stephen Behrendt in the British Public Record Office in 1990 while they were working independently on the early
and late British slave trades. At about the same time, David Richardson was taking over detailed multisource work on the
large mid-eighteenth-century Liverpool shipping business begun years earlier by Maurice Schofield. All this work, together
with the Bristol volumes that Richardson had already published, made it seem feasible to integrate the records for the very
large British slave trade for the first time, and beyond that, given the available Dutch, French, and Portuguese data, to
collect a single dataset for the trade as a whole. Meetings in January, 1991 at the American Historical Association and, in
1992, at the W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for Afro-American Research at Harvard University, headed by Professor Henry L.
Gates, Jr resulted in grant proposals to major funding agencies. In July 1993 the project received funding from the National
Endowment for the Humanities with supplementary support coming from the Mellon Foundation.
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1969

Publication of 7he Atlantic
Slave Trade: A Census, by
Philip Curtin.

University of Wisconsin
Press.
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2008

Launch of the first internet
version of the Transatlantic Slave
Trade Database (34,000

voyages): www.slavevoyages.org
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" The Trans Adantic Slave Trade Datatase

Voyages Database ~ Assessing the Slave Trade ~ Resources  Educational Materials  About the Project
Sitemap FAQs Demos Glossary Legal

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database has

information on more than 35,000 slave voyages
that forcibly embarked over 12 million Africans for transport to the
Americas between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. It offers
researchers, students and the general public a chance to rediscover the
reality of one of the largest forced movements of peoples in world history.

Search the Voyages Database (3

Look for particular voyages in this database of documented
slaving expeditions. Create listings, tables, charts, and maps
using information from the database.

Examine Estimates of the Slave Trade (3

Voyages Database ~ Assessing the Slaye Trade ~ Resources  Educational Materials ~ About the Project

Home » Voyages Database > Search the Voyages Database Sitemap FAQs Demos Glossary Legal
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2010  ATLAS OF THE

TRANSATLANTIC
SLAVE TRADE

DAVID ELTIS - DAVID RICHARDSON

Foreword by David Brion Davis - Afterword by David W, Blight

Publication of The Atlas of the

Transatlantic Slave Trade by
David Eltis e David Richardson.

Yale University Press.
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Slave Voyages Trans-Atlantic ¥  Intra-American >  African Names~  Resources~  About~ EN~

2 O 1 9 EXPLORE THE DISPERSAL OF ENSLAVED AFRICANS ACROSS THE
ATLANTIC WORLD

This digital memorial raises questions about the largest slave trades in history and offers access to the documentation
available to answer them. European colonizers turned to Africa for enslaved laborers to build the cities and extract the
resources of the Americas. They forced millions of mostly unnamed Africans across the Atlantic to the Americas, and
from one part of the Americas to another. Analyze these slave trades and view interactive maps, timelines, and animations
to see the dispersal in action.

’ Henry Louis Gates introduces Slave Voyages 2.0 and some of its people

Special features

Overview of slave trade in a series of maps View a 3D rendition of a slave ship Number of captives embarked and disembarked

View the movement of slave ships across the Atlantic

New, expanded and recoded edition of Slave Voyages (36,000 voyages), with additional
video features and a database of the intra-American slave trade containing 12,000
voyages that sailed between ports in the Americas. In English, Spanish and Portuguese.
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Web-based Data Analysis

Slave Voyages Tri ~  Intra-A ican~  African Names ~ Resources~ About~ EN~

Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade - Estimates
Current Query @ [V View All | [XResetAll |

Show data from 1501 to 1866

Timeline: Number of Captives Embarked and Disembarked per Year

1600 550 17 ) 1800

Spain / Uruguay
Portugal / Brazil
Great Britain
Netherlands
U.S.A.

France
Denmark / Baltic

Regions
Create a Query Link

[[] Embarked [l Disembarked

Year:1800
Embarked:86,301
Disembarked:77,528

1525 First slave voyage direct from Africa to the Americas American Revolutionary War begins
1560 Continuous slave trade from Brazil begins Bourbon reforms open Spanish colonial ports to slaves
1641 Sugar exports from Eastern Caribbean begin St Domingue revolution begins
1655 English capture Jamaica Abolition of British and US slave trades takes effect
1695 Gold discovered in Minas Gerais (Brazil) Anglo-Brazilian anti-slave trade treaty
1697 French obtain St Domingue in Treaty of Rywsick Brazil suppresses slave trade

1756 Seven years war begins

Y
i 2

Last reported transatlantic slave voyage arrives in Americas
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TRANS-ATLANTIC

The Trans-Atlantic
between 1514 and 1866. Recor

ade Database now comprises 36,000 individual

s of the voyages have been found in archives and li

throughout the Atlantic world. They provide information about vessels, routes, and the people

associated with them, both enslaved and enslavers. Sources are cited for every voyage included.

Users may search for information about a specific voyage or group of voyages. The website

es full interactive ca

bility to analyze the data and report results in the form of statistical

, graphs, maps, a timeline, and an animation
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Essays
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Downloads Contribute

INTRA-AMERICAN

ss imperial
boundaries, and inside the borders of nations such as the United States and Brazil. The database
enables users to explore the contours of this enormous New World sl trade, ch not only
dispersed African survivors of the Atlantic crossing but also displaced enslaved people born in the
Americas.

About Database Downloads Contribute

ize of data

Web interface
Multi-language
Continual scholarship

Changes in key
eadership positions
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On-premises Sustainability

. Organic growth
/' UNIVERSITY Fvolution of code

ABOUT EMORY ADMISSION & AID ACADEMICS ’ RESEARCH

Academics » Technological Infrastructure

Critical partnerships

Technological Infrastructure
Network demands

Emory's extensive technology infrastructure provides access to online resour{
anywhere on campus.

Classes use online systems for course material, presentations, testing and st

interaction. Students also go online to enroll in classes, view grades and cheq S C h O | O r’ S O C C eSS

information.
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Contributors of Data

The following have added data to the Voyages Database since the publication of the 1999 CD-ROM, The Trans-Atlantic
Slave Trade: A Database on CD-ROM:

Rosanne Adderley

Richard A Arzill

Joseph Avitable

Barcia Zequeira, Maria del Carmen
James G. Basker

Stephen D. Behrendt

José Luis Belmonte Postigo

Franz Binder

Richard Birkett

Ernst van den Boogart

Alex Borucki

Angela J. Campbell

James Campbell

Mariana Pinho Candido

José Capela

Comité de Liaison et d'Application des Sources Historiques (Saint-Barthélemy), http://v
John C. Coombs
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Historians

Code developers
Ul/UX specialists
Systems engineers

Data management
librarians
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INnternal and External Resources

Slave Voyages v2.2.11 EMORY
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onsortium Concept

Project Team

Many people contributed to the creation and implementation of this site. They include the following (unless otherwise
indicated), Project Development Team members were affiliated with Emory University.

As this site transforms and evolves, team members have also changed. Here are the team members listed by era.

2008 - 2015

Executive Committee
Alex Borucki - Department of History - University of California, Irvine
Daniel B. Domingues da Silva - Department of History - Rice University
Jane Hooper - Department of History - Georgia Mason University
Nafees M. Khan - College of Education - Clemson University
Gregory E. O'Malley - Department of History - University of California, Santa Cruz
Philip Misevich - Department of History - St. John's University
Nicholas Radburn - Department of History - Lancaster University, UK
Rebecca Shumway - Department of History - University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
Jelmer Vos - Department of History - University of Glasgow, UK

David Eltis - ex officio
Allen Tullos - ex officio

Editors, Intra-American Slave Trade Database
* Alex Borucki - Department of History - University of California, Irvine
* Gregory E. O'Malley - Department of History - University of California, Santa Cruz

Editors, PAST (Origins)
* Daniel B. Domingues da Silva - Department of History - Rice University
* Philip Misevich - Department of History - St. John's University
* Nicholas Radburn - Department of History - Lancaster University
* David Eltis - Professor of History - Emeritus, Emory University
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Membership

Project Team fo
Governance Structure

Sustain External Funding
Opportunities

On-premises to Cloud

Operationalize Systems
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Consortium Components

The term of institutional membership is 3 years and is renewable.

The cost of annual membership is collected via dues, in return for which members will
be able to shape the future development of Slavevoyages and share in all the
publicity that the site receives.

A single member institution would serve as the “host” of the site for a é-year period,
during which time, its memberships fees would be waived.

The host institution would have responsibility for maintaining performance metrics and
providing an open access development environment and administrative support.

The host institution would receive funding from the instfitutional dues of the other five
members to offset costs of maintaining and hosting the site.

Soft funding for further development of the site would be obtained via application to
outside granting agencies on the part of any member of the consortium.

Emory Center for

EMCORY | Digital Scholarship Attribution-NonCommercial 17

LIBRARIES &

IIIIIIIIIII
OOOOOOOOOO



IIIIIIIIIII
OOOOOOOOOO

Consortium Challenges

Change from one primary scholar to team of scholars (change
management)

Considerations for various types of institutions joining the
consortium (higher education state and private, museums, etc.)

Cloud-based hosting model (aid in managing resources for care
and feeding)

Conftinuing challenges (upgrades, updates, additions of new data
and confent types)

Emory Center for

DigitalSchoriiB Attribution-NonCommercial 18
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Consortium Successes

Confinuing support from University leadership
Continued strong partnership with General Counsel’s tfeam
Initial agreement by first group of probable members

Flexibility being introduced into the forming documents 1o
recognize diversity in membership

Potential site host stepping forward

Continuing innovative forms of scholarship
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