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Overview

Geodisy (geo.frdr.ca) is an open source discovery tool that allows 
users to find open data from Canadian repositories in a visual way 

• Search results are driven by an interactive map
• Contains data that is geospatial or simply associated with a location
• Provides a map-based search for Canada’s Federated Research Data 

Repository (FRDR)
• All components are open source and code is freely available for others to 

adapt

https://geo.frdr-dfdr.ca/


Why is it useful?

Data can be difficult to find! When searching for data about a 
particular place, keywords can be hit or miss. A text search 
for a forest in Northern BC might look something like this: 

((British Columbia OR BC OR B.C.) N2 (north*))

OR (Tatshenshini-Alsek ADJ2 park)

OR (Alaska N2 south*) OR (Yukon N2 south*)

OR (Glacier Bay ADJ2 (park or preserve))

OR (Kluane ADJ2 (park OR reserve)) OR (Atlin ADJ2 (park OR recreation area) OR …  



Geodisy Interface
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Bounding Boxes in Geodisy

Geodisy requires bounding boxes for discovery. 
All datasets that go through the Geodisy pipeline either have:

• Bounding box coordinates entered into the metadata by the depositor
• Bounding box that is programmatically generated from:

– Geospatial files in the dataset
– Place name metadata



Bounding Boxes in Geodisy

• Each geospatial file or set of coordinates (even if there are multiple 
in a single dataset) will get its own GeoBlacklight record

• Datasets that do not include coordinates, geospatial filetypes, or 
geographic coverage metadata are not eligible for inclusion



Geospatial Metadata

Geodisy first attempts to analyze geospatial files using GDAL. If 
unsuccessful, it utilizes bounding box and place name metadata 
entered by the depositor. In Dataverse:

https://gdal.org/
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FRDR and Geodisy
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Geodisy Search Portal Page



Geodisy Search Results Page



Geodisy Record Page



Geodisy Geospatial Preview



Live Demo

• Access from https://geo.frdr-dfdr.ca/ or 
https://www.frdr-dfdr.ca/repo/ 

https://geo.frdr-dfdr.ca/
https://www.frdr-dfdr.ca/repo/


• Back-end integration of Geodisy with the FRDR metadata harvester

• French translation of user interface

• Data from more repositories made available for discovery

Next Steps
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Questions?

Eugene Barsky, Head, Research Commons, UBC, eugene.barsky@ubc.ca 

GitHub: https://github.com/ubc-library/geodisy 
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