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Project Overview



FromThePage is...
Software for transcribing documents and collaborating on transcriptions with others.

Libraries, archives, museums, classrooms and scholars use FromThePage for everything from 
simple, plain-text transcription projects to bilingual digital scholarly editions with annotations.

fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu
www.fromthepage.com



Demo

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/llilasbenson/colonial-mss/lista-de-los-pueblos-de-indios-que-estan-en-el-distrito-y-subjetos-a-la-gobernacion-de-esta-nueva-espana-ansi-del-estado-del-marques-del-valle-como-encomendados-en-personas-particulares-cada-uno-en-que-obispado-cae-y-quien-los/display/4040


Citizen contributors are 
participants in crowdsourcing 
projects, often anonymous, who 
provide meaningful intellectual 
labor in service of a project.



Project goals
1. To break down barriers to access UT Libraries’ Spanish and Portuguese-language digital 

collections that have resulted from Anglocentric technology stacks

2. To collaborate with current Latin American partners in the interpretation of their digitized 
collections hosted on University of Texas Libraries’ servers



Our Work & Considerations
● Using the transcription software, FromThePage, we work with citizen collaborators to transcribe 

and translate primary source materials from UT Austin collections
● Our goal is to reuse the transcriptions in other systems & projects - for example: enabling full 

text searching, in textual analysis, or in providing access to materials
● Transcription work requires thoughtful interpretation and decision-making, it is not simply a 

rote task
● Citizen collaborators often possess meaningful subject knowledge of the materials
● We believe that every individual who meaningfully contributes to the interpretation and 

understanding of our collections should be given credit for their labor

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/


Deliverables

1. Internationalizing the interface of FromThePage for multilingual communities

2. Introduce faceted browsing to improve discoverability

3. Enhanced export features and workflows and best practices for incorporating citizen 
contributions and attributions back into the archival record via ingestion into repositories 



User Study Report



From February-June 2020, we 
surveyed & interviewed 
FromThePage.com project 
owners to outline the challenges 
that they face in preserving and 
re-using citizen scholarship.



Identified Challenges to Preservation and Ethical Re-Use of Contributions

1. Determining what counts as a meaningful scholarly contribution- Who should be 
credited?

2. Gathering identifying user information- How should they be credited?

3. Issues around privacy, copyright, ethical reuse- What are the rights of citizen 
collaborators in relation to their work?

4. Workflows for preservation and access- How do you provide access to their work?



Next Step
Our findings will be more broadly shared with other FromThePage project 
managers for consideration in the ethical re-use and preservation of the 
work of their citizen contributors. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.26153/tsw/9843

http://dx.doi.org/10.26153/tsw/9843


Internationalization of 
FromThePage









Current Work



Object Metadata Ingest and Browsing



Object Metadata Ingest and Browsing



User Guides



Future Steps



Community Deployment



Develop FromThePage Export Features



Workflow Design



Project Team
Project Co-Directors
 
● Allyssa Guzman, University of Texas Libraries
● Albert A. Palacios, LLILAS Benson Latin American Collection, 

UT Libraries

Project Team

● Michael Ackermann, University of Texas Libraries
● David Bliss,  LLILAS Benson Latin American Collection
● Itza Carbajal, LLILAS Benson Latin American Collection
● Melanie Cofield, University of Texas Libraries,
● Joshua Ortiz Baco, LLILAS Benson Latin American Collection
● Bryce McLin, LLILAS Benson Latin American Collection
● Dustin Slater, University of Texas Libraries
● Ryan Sullivant, LLILAS Benson Latin American Collection

Consultants

● Lidia García Gómez, College of History, Benemérita 
Universidad Autónoma de Puebla, Mexico 

● Ben Brumfield, Brumfield Labs
● Sara Carlstead Brumfield, Brumfield Labs

Advisory Board 

● Isabel Galina Russell, Instituto de Investigaciones 
Bibliográficas, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 
(UNAM)

● Paloma Graciani-Picardo, Harry Ransom Center, University 
of Texas at Austin

● Greg Lambousey, New Orleans Jazz Museum
● Laura Matthew, Marquette University 
● Edward Shore, Bernard and Audre Rapoport Center for 

Human Rights and Justice, School of Law, University of 
Texas at Austin



Thank you and to the National 
Endowment for the 
Humanities for supporting our 
grant project.



Questions?


