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Overview

• Where’s the data in humanities research?
• Creating sustainable digital content
• Teams and infrastructure
• Project case studies



Where’s the data in humanities research?

• Digital content enables structure to be added 
to otherwise unstructured resources
– Metadata
– OCR
– Text mark-up
– Georeferencing
– 3D recreations of space

• Data enables new research never before 
possible
– Social network analysis to discover historic 

relationships
– Time and space analysis
– Closer inspection of historic sites that no longer 

exist
– Content analysis for frequency of terms (e.g. 

names, places) across many works

<sourceDesc> 
<bibl> <title>Letter from Joseph E. Johnston at Centreville 
to Jefferson Davis as President, with letter on verso from 
Jefferson Davis to Col. Abraham Myers, March 3, 1862 
<author>Johnston, Joseph E. (Joseph Eggleston), 1807-
1891</author><author>Davis, Jefferson, 1808-
1889</author><date when="1862">March 3, 1862</date> 
<idno>Jefferson Davis letters, 1846-1888, MS 5, Box 1 
folder 7 item 1, Woodson Research Center, Fondren
Library, Rice University</idno><note type="Provenance 

</sourceDesc> 
</fileDesc> 



Creating Sustainable Digital Content
• Digital content is powerful, but 

enhancements must be maintained 
and reusable

• Balance in extreme mark-
up/annotation vs. minimal 
additions of interpretation

• Managing elements associated with 
a work as separate objects



Teams and Infrastructure
• Domain expertise and 

technical expertise needed for 
success
– Partnering between academic 

faculty and librarians/staff is 
powerful

• Opportunities for learning new 
skills

• Platforms that can handle 
varied content



Project Case Studies at Rice University
• Our Americas Archive Partnership (OAAP) 

http://oaap.rice.edu
• Travelers in the Middle East Archive (TIMEA)

http://timea.rice.edu
• The Rice Ephemera Archive 

http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/39097 
• The Shepherd School of Music Collection 

http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/43628
• The Houston Asian American Archives Oral 

Histories Collection (HAAA)
http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/75168


