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Organizational Identifier: A unique, persistent 
and public URI pointing to an organized body.
Examples:

id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054596
isni.org/isni/0000000122986657
viaf.org/viaf/154911632
wikidata.org/wiki/Q219563

Identify:

id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054596
isni.org/isni/0000000122986657
viaf.org/viaf/154911632
wikidata.org/wiki/Q219563


Scholarly output impacts the reputation and ranking of 
the institution
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We initially use bibliometric analysis to look at 
the top institutions, by publications and 
citation count for the past ten years…

Universities are ranked by several 
indicators of academic or 
research performance, including… 
highly cited researchers…

Citations… are the best understood and most 
widely accepted measure of research strength.



Organizational IDs: Use cases
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• Institutions want to track all their 
scholarly output

• Track research groups which may 
comprise staff from multiple institutions

• National reporting
• Funding tracking
• Disambiguate researchers’ names by 

affiliation
• Correctly identify researchers’ 

affiliations in publications

Many institutions unaware they already have an identifier assigned



Why things not strings
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English text may refer to:
• Bibliothèque nationale de France
• BnF
• National Library of France

Texts in other languages may refer to:
• !""#$%&
• ةینطولا اسنرف ةبتكم
• Εθνική Βιβλιοθήκη της Γαλλίας
• '()*++','-./0+1,2-,3*)1
• 456789:%&
• ;<=>?@AB
• CDEFGHDIJHDK,LFLIFGMNOD,PQDHEFF



Special challenges with organizations
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• They merge, they split
• They acquire/are acquired
• They can have multiple departments, schools
• Have hierarchies that may change over time
• May have multiple hierarchies
• Branches in multiple locations or countries
• Often unclear when a name change represents a 

new organization
• Different stakeholders’ perspectives



7

La Trobe University Restructuring
5 faculties:

• Faculty of Business, Economics and Law
• Faculty of Education
• Faculty of Health Sciences
• Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
• Faculty of Science, Technology and 

Engineering

2 colleges:

• College of Science, 
Health and 
Engineering

• College of Arts, 
Social Sciences 
and Commerce



Jisc-CASRAI-UK Organisational Identifiers Working 
Group

8

…”it would be useful to separate the infrastructure element (the 
provision and maintenance of the OrgID itself) and the service 
element (the services offered both to registrants and to end users 
of the services).”

“ The most desirable vision for the future would be for ISNI to 
emerge as a strong, sustainable and internationally well supported 
baseline or… ‘bridging’ ID…”

“Institutions and others needing to register and use 
OrgIds should use  a solution which relies on and feeds 
the minimum data set curated by ISNI.”

http://jisccasraipilot.jiscinvolve.org/wp/

http://jisccasraipilot.jiscinvolve.org/wp/


ISNI for Organizational Identifiers
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• ORCID uses ISNIs for organizations
• Links to and from Virtual International Authority 

File (VIAF)
• Links in Wikidata 

479,196 organizations represented by public ISNIs



bridging-domains 

Libraries, 
Archives and 
Museums

Text Rights
Music 
Rights

Trade Sources

Encyclopaedias

Researchers & Professional
Granting organisations
Professional  Societies
Article databases
Theses databases

cross-domain 



RIGHTS MANAGEMENT

Access Copyright, Canada ACCE

Authors’ Guild AGLD

Authors’ Licensing and Collecting 
Society, UK

ALCS

Centrum Dienstverlening Auteurs- en 
aanverwante Rechten, Netherlands

CEDA

Centro Español de Derechos
Reprográficos

CEDR

Irish Copyright Licensing Agency ICLA

Prolitteris, Switzerland PROL

VG WORT, Germany VGWO

MUSIC

American Musicological Society AMS

British Library Sound Archive BLSA

International Performers’ Database 
Association

IPDA

MusicBrainz MUBZ

RESEARCHERS AND PROFESSIONALS

American Musicological Society AMS

British Library Theses BRTH

Digital Author identifier, Netherlands DAI

Jisc Names Project, UK JNAM

La Trobe University AU:VLU

Modern Languages Association MLA

OCLC Theses OCLCT

ORCID and DataCite Interoperability
Network

ODIN

AuthorClaim and RePec OPENL

Proquest Theses PROQ

Scholar Universe, Proquest SCHU

Electronic tables of content ZETO

ORGANISATIONS

Boekenbank, Belgium BOEK

Bowker Publishers BOWP

Publishers Licensing Society, UK PLS

Ringgold RING

GENERAL SOURCES

Bowker Books in Print BOWKER

The European Library (48 national
libraries)

TEL

Virtual International Authority File (33 
libraries)

VIAF

Current ISNI Sources …and growing



Links from Current Non-VIAF 
sources to VIAF clusters =

7.4 million

VIAF source links to ISNI =  > 
27.7 million

Links between ISNI and VIAF



VIAF Aggregates IDs
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Wikidata disseminates IDs



• 8.88 million assigned ISNIs (was 1 million 2 years ago)
• 27.71 million links;  ISNI persistent URI
• ORCID Registration process is accessing ISNI
• Linked Content Coalition names ISNI as # 1 strategy

Databases Assigned Links

Research 12 2,557,156 6,638,980

Text rights 7 132,381 746,667

Music 5 317,546 471,839

Libraries & trade 3 7.5 million 19.77 million

Organisations 3 476, 196 108,772

ì

Status as of March 2015



Provisional: Unassigned
9,544,260

Provisional: Possible
779,386

Assigned
8.88 million

Assigned ISNIs March 2015
VIAF + non VIAF sources 5,231,919 

3+ VIAF sources 294,954
2+  sources (not VIAF) 304,326

Unique name 2,635,417
Trusted single source (JISC, BOEK, 

RING) 342,194
Total 8,881,353

Authoritative,
Unique, 
Trustful, 
Persistent

8.41 million persons
476,196 organisations

+ % confidence

- % confidence



Representing Organizations in ISNI Task Group
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• Grace Agnew, Rutgers – former co-chair of NISO I2 Working Group
• Christopher Brown, Jisc – chair of Jisc-CASRAI-UK Organisational Identifiers WG
• Kate Byrne, U. New South Wales
•Matthew Carruthers, U. Michigan
• Chiat Naun Chew, Cornell
• Peter Fletcher, UCLA – Co-leader of UCLA’s International Team
• Stephen Hearn, U. Minnesota
• Xiaoli Li, U. California, Davis
• Shu Liu, U. California, Irvine
•Marina Muilwijk, Utrecht University 
• John Riemer, UCLA  – former chair, Program for Cooperative Cataloging
• Roderick Sadler, La Trobe University
• Jing Wang, Johns Hopkins University
• Glen Wiley, U. Miami
• Kayla Willey, Brigham Young University

• Janifer Gatenby, Boaz Nadav Manes, OCLC-Leiden – ISNI team
• Karen Smith-Yoshimura, OCLC Research – facilitator



ISNI Organizational Relationships
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IsMemberOf
hasMember
isUnitOf
hasUnit
isSupersededBy
supersedes
isAffiliatedWith (e.g. an institution, a band)
isRelatedTo
see also from

formerName
laterName

Recommendations to add: 
• “isHostedBy” and “Hosts” (e.g, Hathi Trust)
• “Acquired” and “acquired by”
• “isGovernedBy”, “governs” (e.g., state-wide repositories)
• “isPartneredWith”



Recommendations for ISNI
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• Indicate the organization’s own preferred form of 
name

• Display relationship types
• Create end user input form for organizations
• ISNIs for Organizations outreach document 
• Engage organizations to maintain their public 

identity
• Encourage organizations to collaborate with ISNI 

Quality Team to diffuse corrections
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http://isni.org/search

http://isni.org/search
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The picture can't be displayed.

Need for verify affiliation service



Issues
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• What level of granularity is needed? 
• Who has responsibility to indicate “preferred 

name” for an institution? 
• How to encourage use of organizational ISNIs by 

publishers?
• How to better reconcile name variants and 

related identities from different perspectives?
• How to encourage services to build on 

organizational ISNIs, or crosswalk to them?



Questions?
http://www.isni.org/content/oclc-research-partners-
task-force-representing-organizations-isni

http://www.isni.org/content/oclc-research-partners-task-force-representing-organizations-isni
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