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Linked Open Data: A Case Study…





What Inhibits Adoption/Traction?
§ Lack of Awareness
§ Organizational Inertia
§ Lack of shared ontologies/taxonomies – what is the 
standard? Who is the authority?
§ Dirty Data/Diversity of data formats, e.g. disambiguation 
of place names over time, people, etc.
§ Legacy systems and/or endless technology debates
§ Lack of Clarity of Rights to Use/Reuse data sets and/or 
limitations on use that inhibit creative integration & 
expression
§ Concerns about persistence, ongoing support



What can we do about this?

§ Get Involved: Expose or Consume a collection or two
– even if only under the auspices of an “experiment”
§ Start small

§ Embrace Best Efforts/Be Flexible 
– an imperfect approach is better than none at all

§ Embrace Shared Services/Ontologies
– why reinvent the wheel?

§ Promote Maximum Reuse 
§ Partner
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