
EXPLORING HOUSTON(S)
BLACK EXPERIENCE(S)

DR. PORTIA D. HOPKINSDR. PORTIA D. HOPKINSDR. PORTIA D. HOPKINS
RICE UNIVERSITYRICE UNIVERSITYRICE UNIVERSITY



THE STUDY OF
BLACK HOUSTON

During the fellowship I explored the various
experiences of Black communities in the

Houston area, including:
 

Project Pleasantville 
 

Convict Lease and Labor Project Vice President
 

Historic Marker applications for interracial
Rodeo & Black business in Brazoria

 
Community Programming & Workshops

 
Andy's Take Series



BLACK HOUSTON(S)
VISION & MISSION

Black Houston(s) facilitates spaces for open dialogue
between and across communities in order to explore the
experiences of Black People in the Houston area, and
engage with scholars through collaborative research
projects.  

01. Vision

To create a space for community members and scholars to
network, collaborate on research, and move towards
deeper understandings of the ways in which Houston's
shifting landscapes affect Black communities and inform
policy.

02. Mission



HOW IT STARTED

MALAIKA BERGNER, UNDERGRADUATE REPRESENTATIVE, RICE UNIVERSITY 
 

ERIKA THOMPSON, COMMUNITY PARTNER, HPL GREGORY CAMPUS
 

MAYA REINE, CO-CHAIR, RICE UNIVERSITY
 

DR. PORTIA HOPKINS, FOUNDER & CO-CHAIR, RICE UNIVERSITY
 

DEANNA DANIELS, GRADUATE REPRESENTATIVE, RICE UNIVERSITY
 

DR. AUNDREA MATTHEWS, RICE ALUMNUS & COMMUNITY PARTNER
 

** NOT PICTURED, ADRIENNE ROONY, GRADUATE REPRESENTATIVE, RICE UNIVERSITY

MEET THE TEAM



HOW ITS GOING



01 02 03

A strong team will create
the foundation for future
programming and a long

lasting brand.

Build a Solid Team

Promote through social
media & word of mouth;

build strong partnerships
across communities

Foster Community
Networks

Use Technology

Utilize technology to
collect data & streamline

workflows 

LESSONS LEARNED



04 05 06

Connect community
across archives &

establish joint collections

Archive with Community

Accept the things you
cannot change and

change the things you
can't accept. 

Roll with the Punches

Envision a better
tomorrow & use

assessment tools to drive
substantive change

Reflect, Critique 
and Improve

LESSONS LEARNED



SYMPOSIUM STATS

67%
% of Registrants

attended both days.

 Black Houston(s) had a significant number of on site
registrants. Keeping the cost low allowed for increased
community engagement, but transportation to Rice
University on the second day shifted the two day
community engagement.



SYMPOSIUM GALLERY

High School Smart City DEI Hack-A-Thon Winners

S.O.J.E.S. Convict Leasing RoundtableActivism Across Black Houston(s)



SYMPOSIUM GALLERY
Black Houstonians and Rice: Two Histories

Looking Back: Black Houston(s) at the Turn of the Century



SYMPOSIUM GALLERY

Houston Highways & Black NeighborhoodsRethinking Black Houston(s)



SYMPOSIUM GALLERY

Ancestors and Memory HBCU Legacy: Art, Archives & Digital Humanities



FIND ME ONLINE

To my husband and kiddos; Amanda Focke  and
the Archivists at Woodson Research Center; Maya 
 Reine at CERCL; All Real Radio; Digital Media
Commons at Rice; Monie Maker; Stan at Fed Ex.

Special Thanks!

BLACKHOUSTONS.RICE.EDU CONTACT INFO



THANK YOU


