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• An access system for rights-restricted 
Library of Congress digital collections
• Content the Library has 

custody/ownership of—not 
rental/subscription service

• Content can be made available to all 
Stacks terminals and staff 

• Users can search, view, and print 
portions of works but cannot download 
or export content

• Stacks is a Python/Flask/Elasticsearch 
application

What is Stacks?
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• Access to rights restricted 
content is a key part of our 
overall Digital Collections 
Strategy

• Future work in this area focused 
on working to ensure the 
broadest access to rights 
restricted content

• https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/202
1/12/library-of-congress-digital-
collections-strategy-published/ 

Digital Collections Strategy

https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2021/12/library-of-congress-digital-collections-strategy-published/
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2021/12/library-of-congress-digital-collections-strategy-published/
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2021/12/library-of-congress-digital-collections-strategy-published/
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Significant quantities of digital 
collection materials acquired 
through copyright deposit, 
purchase, gift, transfer and 
exchange can only be made 
available onsite
As preservation reformatting 
shifts away from microfilming to 
digitization the Library is beginning 
to produce extensive sets of 
digitized items that require a secure 
access method

Why Stacks
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Terminals available to registered 
patrons in the…

§ African and Middle Eastern Reading 
Room

§ Asian Reading Room
§ Folklife Reading Room
§ European Reading Room
§ Geography & Map Reading Room
§ Hispanic Reading Room
§ La Follette Congressional Reading Room
§ Law Library Reading Room
§ Manuscript Reading Room
§ Microform and Electronic Resources 

Center (MERC)

Stacks: Public Access

§ Moving Image Research Center
§ Newspaper and Current Periodical 

Reading Room
§ Performing Arts Reading Room
§ Recorded Sound Research Center
§ Science and Business Reading Room
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• All Stacks content is 
discoverable in the LC 
Online Catalog

• Links to Stacks are 
added to holdings 
records at the title or 
collection level

Stacks: Discovery
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• ~510,000 newspaper and legal gazette issues 
including, copyright deposits, international 
newspapers, and legal gazettes

• ~172,000 books, mostly from cataloging-in-
publication

• ~759,000 journal articles and ~108,000 journal 
issues received through copyright deposit and 
purchase from 1,021 titles

• 1,613 music scores
• 17 moving images and 171 audio recordings 
• 244 map sets totaling over 65,000 images
• 16 microfilm sets totaling over 1.8 million images
• Born-digital manuscript content from the 

Manuscript Division
• 1,571 CD-ROMs and Disks from the general 

collections totaling over 1.1 million files

Stacks: What’s There Now

https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Newspapers&type=title&sort=title
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?type=title&sort=title&p=1&format=Legal+Gazettes
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Books&type=title&sort=title
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Journals&type=article&sort=date_desc
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Journals&type=issue&sort=date_desc
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Journals&type=issue&sort=date_desc
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Journals&type=title&sort=title
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Music+Scores&q=&start=&end=&author_q=&title_q=&publisher_q=&all=&phrase=&any=&none=&p=1
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Films%2C+Videos&q=&start=&end=&author_q=&title_q=&all=&phrase=&any=&none=&format=Audio+Recordings
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Audio+Recordings&q=&start=&end=&author_q=&title_q=&all=&phrase=&any=&none=
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Maps&q=&start=&end=&author_q=&title_q=&all=&phrase=&any=&none=&format=Notated+Music
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=Manuscripts&q=&start=&end=&author_q=&title_q=&all=&phrase=&any=&none=&format=Films%2C+Videos
https://stacks.loc.gov/item/mm2018086269
https://stacks.loc.gov/search?format=CD-ROMs+%26+Disks&q=&start=&end=&author_q=&title_q=&all=&phrase=&any=&none=&format=Maps

