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NSF Overview

• Unique in the U.S. federal research 
space because it funds all areas of 
science and engineering

• Typically funds more than 11K proposals 
per year, at more than 1,800 institutions 
located throughout the states of the US

• The NSF budget is now almost ten 
billion dollars annually ($9.8), with the 
recent increase of roughly $1B for the 
new TIP (Technology, Innovation, and 
Partnerships) Directorate



Check the NSF Website Frequently

§ NSF is always developing new solicitations of various kinds
§ Unfortunately, we cannot announce them before they are 

officially released
§ Be sure to understand the structure of the agencies directorates 

and divisions which make it up – these are the programmatic 
groups that develop and release solicitations

§ There may be programs in parts of the agency that you’re 
unfamiliar with, but which may be interested in funding research 
in your area, or in areas of your institution with which you 
regularly collaborate



Example: Open Science

• Many areas of NSF are now supporting research conducted in ways 
that seek to foster or advance Open Science principles
• Many of these programs are aimed at particular disciplinary 

communities, but they may very well represent opportunities for 
collaboration with your institution’s library or IT center
• The following are some representative examples from the GEO 

directorate, which is extremely supportive of Open Science 
practices and principles



https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/supporting-open-polar-
research-software



https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/innovations-
open-science-ios-planning-workshops



For More Information

• Don’t hesitate to contact the listed program officials associated 
with each programmatic listing, that’s what they’re there for
• NSF Program Officers can explain what the focus of new 

solicitations are and how to apply 
• Thank you, and give us a call!


